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Taylor hosts second-annual ‘I love TU’ week
Week raises money
for Taylor fund
Sarah Maloney
Staff Writer

During the week of May
2-6, Taylor held its annual
fundraising event, “I Love
TU Week.”
The fundraiser is run by
the university Advancement
team , a group on campus
composed of staff members
that focus on donations and
scholarships. The fundraising
go e s to th e Tay lor Fund ,
which controls financial aid
and scholarships.
“Taylor Funds go into a pool
giving students financial aid
and scholarships, and overall
make the Taylor education more
affordable,” junior Kenley Blake,
an employee of the department,
said.
On Monday, donors matched
whatever donations were given,
meaning donations to the
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Students celebrated I Love TU Week.

cause were doubled all week.
Additionally, the other three
days of the week, donations
were tripled.
Thanks to a generous donor,
all donations were tripled on
Thursday and Friday as well.

The goal of this week was
to remind friends of the
university why they love Taylor
and to build excitement on
campus, ultimately resulting
in increased donations.
“It’s a social campaign to

generate student excitement,
to get outside donors to donate,
and remind people to reminisce
about why they love Taylor,”
Blake said.
Throughout the week, each
day had different activities for

the students to participate in
and enjoy.
“Make it count Monday ”
included a scavenger hunt for
a bobblehead of the Rev. Greg
Dyson. Dyson is a familiar face at
Taylor and is the vice president
for Intercultural Leadership and
Church Relations.
Advancement hid five
bobbleheads on campus
throughout the day and gave
clues to students about where
they were hidden on Taylor
University’s Instagram story.
Advancement facilitated golf
cart karaoke on Tuesday. Driven
by Advancement workers,
students and ambassadors,
people hopped on a golf cart
throughout the day and sang
some of their favorite songs
while catching a ride to class.
Wednesday featured an event
called “Snack Attack,” where
special treats were thrown to
different students throughout
the day.
There was also a student-led

worship event held in the chapel
on Wednesday night.
“ Thankful Thursday ”
included a photo booth in the
student center as well as tables
that were giving out pins to
students.
Lastly, Friday, or “Finale
Friday,” as they call it, featured
a celebration after chapel. The
celebration included giving out
cupcakes outside the student
center on the Boren Plaza.
Blake said Advancement
loved building excitement
and reminding students of
why Taylor is such a great
university.
“My favorite thing about I
Love Taylor week is the student
engagement and creating an
exciting and eventful week
just reminding alumni, faculty
and students of why Taylor is
so special,” Blake said.
At the time this article was
written, $221,134 had been
donated to the Taylor fund.
echo@taylor.edu

Anniversary time capsule involves community
Capsule set to be
opened in 2046
Becah Schwartz
Staff Writer

In honor of this year’s 175th
anniversary celebration of
Taylor’s history, the Taylor 175
committee partnered with the
Taylor Archives to create a
time capsule.
Current Taylor students
and employees were invited
to submit digital content
to be set in the capsule and
opened at Taylor’s bicentennial
celebration in 2046.
The Taylor community had
opportunities to be engaged in
various ways for the creation of
the time capsule.
S p e c i f i c a l ly, a l l of th e
Personnel Assistants of campus
were reached to write about
wing/floor traditions, but any
current student or employee
were invited to submit content
for inclusion until April 17.
The prompts for the time
capsule included a letter to
the writer’s future self, what
aspects of the Taylor campus
the writer thinks will be
different, an image that reflects
the writer’s Taylor experience,
as well as a few others.
President Michael Lindsay,
P r o v o st Je w e rl Ma xw e l l ,
Student Body President and
senior Sarah Mangan and
oth ers were al so able to
provide letters to the 2046
Taylor community.
According to Will Hagen, vice

president for strategy and chief
of staff, the involvement of the
Taylor community exceeded
his expectations.
“I had hoped this would be
a way for us to tangibly take
stock of what the Lord has been
doing on campus,” Hagen said.
“I couldn’t be more impressed
by how our community is
represented in the time capsule
and am particularly impressed
by the ‘Because It’s Friday!’ shirt.”
The time capsule holds the
well-known, original Friday
shirt as donated by junior
Brigham Johnson.
Johnson collaborated with
the alumnus JR Briggs (‘01) and
Taylor’s 175 committee to put
together and even place the shirt
in the capsule during chapel on
April 22.
“I was approached by the
first Friday guy, (Briggs), a
few months ago to retire the
original shirt and get a new
one,” Johnson said. “A few
weeks passed and during
the week of the 17th of April,
the university archivist and
others approached me with
putting the shirt into the 175th
anniversary time capsule.”
Briggs, before graduating,
started the tradition during his
time at Taylor with the same
shirt that Johnson just retired.
Johnson has confirmed that
a new Friday shirt is set to
appear in the near future.
Of his time being the Friday
guy, Johnson’s favorite part
of carrying on the tradition
has been rallying every Taylor

student into each weekend by
yelling at the top of his lungs.
“ L o n g l i v e t h e Fr i d a y
tradition and all those who
have worn the shirt before me!”
Johnson said.
Along with the Friday shirt,
the time capsule contains
documents, images and
other relics.
The documents include
the letters from key
Taylor leaders, wing/f loor
traditions and individual
community submissions.
Images were received from
members of the university
marketing team that they
felt captured key moments
throughout this year as well
as photos of events of the
175 celebration.
Relics include a Taylor
medical mask, a Chick-fil-A
bag, a program from President
Lindsay ’s inauguration , a
Taylor towel, the special issue
of the Taylor magazine and
other items related to the 175year celebration.
The idea for the time capsule
began with the 175th celebration
committee, of which Ashley
Chu, university archivist and
special collections librarian,
is a member.
The purpose of the 17th
celebration committee was
to bring together a variety of
campus areas and departments
for planning and executing
commemorative events and
initiatives in recognition of 175
years since Taylor’s founding.
“We discussed various ideas

related to commemorating
this year, and determined that
creating a time capsule that
would capture key aspects
of t h e 2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1 Tay l o r
community and culture would
be most appropriate,” Chu
said. “The timeframe of 25
years until the time capsule’s
op enin g may se em quit e
short, as some are buried for
hundreds of years, but we are
excited to think about current
Taylor students returning in
2046, nearly 25 years after
their graduation, to reflect
on their Taylor experience as
we celebrate 200 years since
our founding.”
According to Chu, this is
not the first time that time
capsules have been a part of the
university’s history.
The first capsule was buried
in the cornerstone of H. Maria
Wright Hall in 1893. This hall was
the first building constructed
on the Upland campus and
was destroyed by fire in 1960,
which is when that time capsule
was opened.
Inside that capsule
were materials related to
the cornerstone laying
ceremony including train
schedules, programs and
other memorabilia. These
items are accessible in the
university archives.
Another time capsule was
developed in 1996 for the
university’s 150 celebration
and was incorporated into the
construction of Samuel Morris
Hall. This capsule is scheduled
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The time capsule was donated and dedicated during chapel.

to also be opened in 2046.
“For future students, such as
the students of 2046 who will
be here when the time capsule
is opened, we hope that it is a
fun time of considering what
Taylor was like in 2021-22, and
reflecting on what has changed
and what has remained the
same,” Chu said. “We hope
that when students read the
traditions of their wing/floor,
they will see elements of the
culture and community that they

still recognize 25 years later.”
The Archival team enjoyed
collaborating with areas across
campus for this initiative
and preserving a snapshot
of the Taylor community
at what appears to be a
significant “hinge moment” in
Taylor’s history.
The contents of the time
capsule will be available for
viewing in the Archives exhibit
case until commencement.
echo@taylor.edu
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Clubs spotlight talent, expression
A review of events from
the 2021-22 school year
Payne Moses
Staff Writer

Record-setting events and
campus-wide celebrations
marked a memorable year,
as all clubs inside of Taylor
Student Organization played
their part.
Over the course of the year,
TSO has remained committed
to giving the student body
ample opportunity to showcase
talent or simply spend time
in community.
Stephen Austin, associate
dean of student leadership and
director of student programs,
is finishing his 22nd year at
Taylor and has seen a cultural
and creative shift on campus.
“Part of my role is to create
within the mission of Taylor
and within the mission of
each (student leadership)
cabinet or give opportunity for
students to create and add to
our campus culture in really
good and wonderful ways,”
Austin said.
Reduced
COVID-19
precautions and safety
protocols led to increased
par ticipation in som e of
the year’s marquee events
including Airband and
Nostalgia Night. For instance,
Airband, which was hosted
in Rediger Auditorium, had a
record number of performers
at nearly 340.
Ne w ad ditions such as
the President’s Ball, a preinauguration dance for
President Michael Lindsay on
Oct. 2, and Fireside Festival,
a student talent concert at
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Stephen Austin is the director
of student programs.

Bond Plaza over Homecoming
weekend , were quickly
embraced by the student body.
Ice Cream Social, a firstweek tradition and Student
Activities Council sponsored
event, kicked off the year
with close to 1,500 students
in attendance.
MyGen , al s o a SAC-r un
affair, followed on Oct. 30.
Students performed their own
renditions of songs from 1999
to present day. President of
SAC the past two years, senior
Rebecca Wright, said the whole
Student Center was covered
in hom emade Halloweenthemed decorations. She said
MyGen’s ticket sales normally
out perform Nostalgia Night
but this year the opposite
was true.
Though planning and the
actual events are memorable,
Wright said her favorite part
comes after the proceedings
and cleanup.
“(Our cabinet) just talked
about things that went well and
(shouted) people out and just
kind of (had) a little moment
together,” Wright said. “It’s just
really great to see it all come
together and then just to share
how proud we are of each other

for doing it.”
Integration of Faith and
C u l tu re o r c h e st ra t e d i t s
premiere event, Fabrica, on
Nov. 13 in the Euler Atrium.
Only in its third year, the
fashion showcase has grown
from hosting 250 students to
over 400 this year. According
to Austin, roughly 70
models participated.
Fashion categories were the
following: concert fits, decades
(70s, 80s, etc.), experimental,
film/TV icons, heritage
(celebrate outfits from other
cultures) and streetwear.
Austin said some models mix
and matched their clothing,
while others curated their own
outfits from scratch.
T h o s e w h o s t ay e d f o r
Fabrica’s aft er par ty were
th e f irst to receive IFC’s
annual magazine, “Collide,” a
collaboration of stories written
by cabinet members.
Senior Sophie Olson,
president of IFC, said the
club’s mission is to provide
programming for students
that engages with popular
culture. Though Fabrica has
moved from spring to fall the
past two years, Olson said she
sees it continually growing
and accomplishing IFC’s goal.
Moving into th e spring
semester, Nostalgia Night was
held in Rediger Auditorium on
Feb. 26 where 14 acts performed
songs from before 1999. This
year’s theme was “‘50s Diner”
and ticket sales exceeded 900.
Wright said that its success
was in large part due to
advertisement and promos
created by Birrama Creative,
a student-led media group
on campus.

On April 2, the 37th Airband
w a s pre s e n t e d by In t e r Class Council, having two
showtimes for the night. The
famous lip-sync and dance
c o m p e t i t i o n s o l d n e a rly
1,700 tickets between the
showings. A rendition of “The
Emperor’s New Groove” stood
out in Austin’s memory as an
example of how storied films
can be told even without their
original music.
An official recap of Airband
2022 is posted on Taylor
University ’s YouTube page,
while a few performances are
available to the public via
other users.
“Each group has nine to
12 songs, which is kind of
unprecedent ed , but most
people think that’s routine
now,” Austin said. “It likely is,
but that’s shifted and the way
that they tell narratives.”
As IFC has done throughout
the year, they hosted free
m o v i e s cre eni n g s f or al l
students, most recently
“Ratatouille” on April 30.
Olson said they showed an
indie film entitled “Freshman
Year” on April 8 and she was
pleasantly surprised with
the turnout, especially on a
Friday night.
“Across the board, everyone
afterwards was like, ‘I like this
movie. I want to show it to all
my friends,’” Olson said. “That
is what I wanted … That’s
probably one of my favorite
memories aside from Fabrica.”
SAC will be partnering with
the Counseling Center for
“Pops and Pups” on May 17, a
finals week de-stress event
combining popsicles and dogs.
echo@taylor.edu
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A new gas station is coming to Upland.

New gas station
fills vacant spot
Owners hope to
bring new offerings
Payne Moses
Staff Writer

A new gas station is set to arrive
in downtown Upland.
Quickway, an affiliate of
Country Mart, will open on either
May 17 or 18, 2022. It will be located
at 280 N. Main St., adjacent to the
U.S. Postal Service. The facility
will accompany the other two
stations in Upland, McClure
and Marathon.
The property was formerly a
Sunoco gas station, but the new
station will repurpose the space
which was unoccupied since 2020.
Renovations such as installing
new countertops, graphics
and re-painting the building
began two months ago and are
nearly complete.
Ronnie Singh, the store’s
manager, said that community
members have been anticipating
the grand opening since the plans
for the site were announced.
Features will include five
pumping stations, free air for tires,

a drive-thru service window and a
convenience store. Quickway will
offer off-road diesel in addition to
regular-grade gasoline.
The drive-thru will be located on
the west side of the convenience
store, serving coffee and hot
foods such as chicken, as well as
breakfast items including donuts.
Construction of outdoor
seating, including umbrellas,
is currently in the works
so customers can eat their
food onsite.
Singh said customers also have
the third option to call and place
food orders for pick-up.
Besides this station, Singh also
manages a second Quickway in
Muncie. The Upland location
marks the first Quickway in Indiana
to stage a drive-thru extension.
Additionally, there will be an
ATM outside of the store, where
customers can withdraw funds
without charged fees regardless
of what bank they claim.
Currently, Singh is in the middle
of the hiring process leading up
to the store’s opening just over a
week from now.
echo@taylor.edu

Taylor University awards student achievement
Outstanding Achievement in I.B. Pulliam Journalism
Outstanding Achievement Illustrator of the Year
Mathematics
Excellence Award
in Sports Management Award
Quinn Miles
Andrew Friesen
Holly Gaskill
Kyle A. Yost
Alexander McFarland
Ellie Tiemens
Pre-Art Therapy Student of the
Zondervan Outstanding Year
Outstanding Achievement in Outstanding Systems Student Achievement in Biblical
Tori Bonar
Applied Mathematics
Award
Greek Award
Landon Kehrdd
Mitchell Toth
Hallie Winship
Distinguished Service to the
Theatre Program Award
Outstanding Achievement in Outstanding Service Student Society of Professors of
Hannah Embree
Mathematics Education
Award
Christian Education Scholastic
Hallie Kaiser
Jacob Banks
Achievement Award
The Presser Foundation
Abby Pyledd
Rachel Teal
Mary Hawthorne
Scholar Award
Chris Jenkins
Outstanding Physics and O u t s t a n d i n g C o m p u t e r A s s o c i a t i o n o f Yo u t h
Engineering Senior Award
Engineering Student Award
Ministry Educators Student Film & Media Production
John Pugsley
Gabe Wehrle
Achievement Award
Award for Academic Excellence
John Pugsley
Caleb Moser
Evan Melloh
Outstanding Physics and
Lucas Bertsche
Engineering Service and O u t s t a n d i n g C o m p u t e r Taylor University Award for
Leadership Award
Science Digital Media Student Excellence in Philosophy
John Wengatz Christian
Andrew Scherer
Award
Luke Seeman
Service Award
Andrew Glaze
Julia Hofmeister
Daaron Fleeger
Outstanding Future Educator
Emily Miller
Distinguished Biologist Award Outstanding Computer Science for Elementary Education
Audrey Nourse
Cybersecurity Student Award Award
Co-Student Leader of the Year
Outstanding Biologist Award
Matthias Dean
Kathryn Herschberger
Award
Caleb Hoogerheide
Amanda Hinken
Ela Alvarado Luna
Joshua Yoder
Outstanding Computer
Sarah Mangan
Science Student Award
Outstanding Future Educator
Citizenship Award
Outstanding Chemistry Student
Liz Yeiter
for Secondary Education
Jon Taylor
Award
Award
Betsy Smith Scholarship
Kayla Kirtley
Outstanding Technolog y
Logan Lockhart
Kara Knight
Entrepreneur Student Award
Steve Austin Scholarship
Outstanding Research Student
Tim Swanson
Outstanding Future Educator
Addison Perry
Award
for All Grade Education Award
Paige O’Connor
Outstanding Computer
Abigail Kerr
2022-2023 Frederic D. and
Science Systems Student
Dorothy C. Vechery Christian
O u t s t a n d i n g S e n i o r i n Award
Excellence in the Study of College Consortium Scholarship
Communication Award
Alex McFarland
English Award
Mark M. Huffer
JD Fritzeen
Rob Swanson
Hannah (Tienvieri) Marcum
Gates-Howard Award
Trevor Mitchell
Alex Helmuth
Excellence in Professional
Metcalf Open Award for Best
Natalie Steele Award
Writing Award
Outstanding Achievement in of Show
Lauren James
Grant Patterson
Accounting Award
Mia Hershberger
Sienna R. Luttrell
C er tif icat e of Merit in
Public Relations Outstanding
Artist of the Year
Leadership
Senior Award
Outstanding Achievement in
Mia Hershberger
Annabel Boatwright
Abriana Carnes
Finance Award
Luke Bowden
Nicole J. Sechrist
Photographer of the Year
Abriana Carnes
David J. Chamberlin Excellence
Nathanael Love
Austin Cochrane
in Public Relations Award
Outstanding Achievement in
Ben Cook
Julia Muehl
Management Award
Designer of the Year
Mo Decraene
Joshua M. Zeidan
Audrey Masters
Emily Dengler
Excellence in Multimedia
Elizabeth Eckert
Journalism Award
Outstanding Achievement
Studio Artist of the Year
Isabelle Erb
Leah Ryg
in Marketing Award
Lynden Hight
Kim Ferrell
Samuel Yeager
Emilia Grunden

Timmy Hodges
Hutson Hohlbein
Molly Jacobs
Claire Johnson
Jessica Lavender
Austin Layton
Sarah Mangan
Audrey Masters
Genesis Mendez Reynoso
Esther Michael
Claire Michel
Emily Miller
Gretchen Moll
Anna Moore
Olivia Mott
Julia Muehl
Jack Newcomer
Elisabeth Nieshalla
Jake Nussbaum
Destiny Ortega
Madelynn Palmer
Sawyer Pasma
Meredith Polizzi
Trent Repass
Kay Rideout
Anna Rodman
Kyla Russell
Lauren Schumm
Kaleb Sena
Kat Sezonov
Olivia Stevens
Tali Stichter
Chase Stoner
Emma Stotz
Delaney Strash
Johnny Strous
Isaac Titche
Madi Turpin
Rose White
Rebecca Wright

Tarah Zumbrun
Beta Alpha Epsilon
George Booker
Rachel Boyer
Jackson Coyle
Colin Davis
Meredith Deckard
Clare Dirksen, Vice President
Zongang Dong
Benjamin Eiffert
Melody Gilbert
Allison Haines
Carson Heath
Adam Kasitz
Ryan Kline
Kara Knight
Ariana Layton
Jenna Lilly
Sienna Luttrell, President
Ellie Malmquist
Camille Miller
Jacob Mitchell
Sarah Molengraft
Jack Mulkey
Katelynne Muzljakovich
Jaden Nourse
Jack Pinkston
Marcos Rosado
Tyler Tjoelker
Claycee West
Ashton Whitman
Sam Wilkinson
Lucille Wilson
Sigma Tau Delta
Katherine Bodkin
Austin Cochrane
Jordyn Fortuna
Hannah Harvey
Duncan Soughan

Corrections
In an article entitled “Getting to know the provost and his
family,” it was inaccurately stated that a department chair
at Cedarville wrote a book on Taylor history. The article has
been corrected online to reflect this.

Corrections Policy
The Echo strives to accurately report names, facts, information in all of its content. However, when errors do occur, the
newspaper stands ready to correct the error by publishing a
correction in a timely manner in both the print and online editions. If you notice an error, please bring it to our attention by
emailing: echo@taylor.edu
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Halbrook Distinguished Chair retires
Highlighting a long career
as civil rights advocate
Katie Pfotzer
Staff Writer

Halbrook Distinguished
Chair of Government, Abby
Kuzma, will be retiring at the
end of the semester after an
impressive, decades-spanning
career advocating for the victims of human trafficking, immigrants and asylum-seekers.
Behind the impressive
awards and publications is a
woman with a heart for standing up for vulnerable members
of society.
Kuzma was always interested
in humanitarian work as well
as policy-making.
However, she could never
have guessed what the defining
theme of her career would be.
“I’m not even sure I knew
about human trafficking
then,” Kuzma said. “It wasn’t a
very visible issue. Immigration
wasn’t a particularly visible issue either. So it was really more
(that) the Lord would lead me
from year to year as to what
needs to be done now.”
This mentality of adaptability
is one she maintained throughout her career. In 1994, Kuzma
helped found the Neighborhood Christian Legal Clinic,
serving as its executive director.
One day in the year 2000, she
recalls, a man walked into the
office looking for assistance.
Kuzma soon realized that the
man had been trafficked after immigrating from China to
the U.S. where he was held in a
warehouse in Philadelphia that
held him under armed guard.
“I think that’s what really
struck me is that he clearly had
experienced trauma and was
just very afraid of being recaptured,” Kuzma said.
This incident became the
first in Kuzma’s long career of
advocating for the victims of
human trafficking. NCLC began shifting its focus, requiring
its lawyers to become specialized in a new area of law in

Photograph by Amelia Bostick

Halbrook Distinguished Chair of Government, Abby Kuzma, teaches at Taylor.

addition to the immigration
law advocacy they were already
undertaking.
Because of their work with
immigration law, NCLC was
asked to provide legal services
to a task force put together in
2006 by the Justice Department
which had identified Indiana as
a location at a high risk for human trafficking.
“For the same reason that
drugs are always an issue
in Indiana — we’re a crossroads,” Kuzma said. “So we’re
also a crossroads for human
trafficking.”
Since then, Kuzma has advocated for the victims of human trafficking both in private
practice at NCLC from 1996 to
2009 and then on Capitol Hill
when she was asked to serve

as co-chair on an anti-trafficking task force. There she transitioned from helping individual
clients to focusing on creating legislation.
“We were seeking to make
changes in the law that protected victims and made it easier
to prosecute traffickers and users of human trafficking,” Kuzma said.
Kuzma has received numerous awards for her advocacy
including the Indianapolis Bar
Association Antoinette Dakin
Leach Award in 2008, the St.
Thomas More Society Woman
for All Seasons Award, the National Sexual Violence Resource
Center Visionary Voice Award
in 2012, Prevent Child Abuse
Leadership Award in 2015 and
was named Indianapolis Bar

Foundation Distinguished Fellow in 2016.
In conjunction with her professorial role at Taylor, Kuzma
currently holds several positions on boards and committees focused on humanitarian
relief.
Kuzma is also planning on
stepping down from some of
these committees when she
retires.
“Kuzma’s career in serving
underprivileged families and
individuals through the NCLC
continually inspires me to want
to help serve families in need
to help give them the hand that
may be needed to bless them
in a difficult season,” senior
Matt Bolander said. “Although
I’d like to serve the community through redemptive

entrepreneurship, Kuzma’s
heart and actions continually
inspire me.”
During her time at Taylor,
Kuzma has channeled her
passion for advocacy into the
classroom. Senior Grace Hotmire expressed her gratitude
for the knowledge and expertise Kuzma brings into the
classroom.
Hotmire emphasized that in
her class on human trafficking
taught by Kuzma, the students’
eyes were opened to many of
the injustices that go along
with human trafficking, and
students were encouraged to
see victims of trafficking with
empathy.
The learning did not stop in
the classroom.
Hotmire cited a field trip for
the class as being especially
enlightening.
“Professor Kuzma took the
class on a field trip to Indy,
where we saw a lot of places
in which trafficking often happens,” Hotmire said. “We went
to a park that has made headlines for murder and kidnapping, and we also saw a strip
club ( from the outside) that
has been known for trafficking. It was probably 3 p.m. on a
Tuesday afternoon and the club
was packed, which was just crazy to me and I guess I hadn’t expected it to be so packed.”
Kuzma has retired twice before, but this third retirement
is done in pursuit of moving to
Chicago to be near her kids and
grandkids. Though students are
sad to see her go, they believe
she has earned this retirement.
“Dr. Kuzma is a woman committed to serving Christ, her
community, her family and her
students through all that she
does,” Bolander said. “It was an
honor for Taylor to have her as
a professor and as the Halbrook
chair. I commend her for her
service to the kingdom and to
our country. I pray for blessings
to be over her in retirement and
in the next steps the Lord leads
her and her family down.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Brandon Smith balances film and football
Film senior reflects on
college, church project
Sam Maurer
Staff Writer

“I want someone to look at me
and be like, he knows the Lord,”
senior Brandon Smith said.
Smith is involved in many
things on campus. He finds that
staying rooted in his faith striving to be present in all that he
does are essential to living a balanced life.
Film and football are two of
the things Smith has balanced
during his college career.
“A prayer of mine for the past
few years has been that the joy
of the Lord will shine through
me,” Smith said.
Smith is currently finishing
up a degree in film and media production and has been a
wide receiver for Taylor’s football team for the past four years.
In both football and film,
things change quickly without
a lot of time to adapt and adjust.
He credits his ability to adapt
to evolving circumstances that
happen in everyday life to his
experience playing football and
being a film and media major
at Taylor.
“There’s a saying in film that’s
like, anything that can go wrong
will go wrong,” Smith said.
Because of all the quick
changes of schedule while he
was playing football, Smith is
calmer than most when there
are disturbances with schedules.
“Probably if it wasn’t for football, I probably would be one

of those people but since I’m
so used to those quick changes
of pace, it was not that big of a
challenge for me,” Smith said.
With challenges also come
successes. One of the things
Smith considers a success is a
worship night production at Urban Light Community Church
that he and his friend, junior
Marissa Williams, planned.
The original plan was to make
a music video for the church’s
worship team, but the idea spiraled into a full two-and-a-halfhour community event.
Unfortunately due to scheduling issues with the church and
Smith and Williams not having
time, the plan was pushed back
almost a full year.
The concept originated when
Smith randomly thought of the
idea and proposed it to Williams. Smith was amazed to
find out that she had the same
idea as him.
“It was a total God moment
when we both found out we
we’re planning it separately, it
was cool because we knew we
would both want to work on it
together,” Smith said.
Smith is passionate about
music.
He plays piano and is learning
guitar and bass. Because of his
fondness for music, Smith was
a big fan of Urban Light’s worship team.
Through organizing this
event, Smith hoped to highlight
Urban Light’s worship team.
“One of the biggest reasons
why I wanted to do that is because the worship team there is
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Brandon Smith is a senior who has participated in film and football at Taylor.

amazing, and I wanted to highlight and bring attention to
what’s going on at that church,”
Smith said.
The event was a success, with
a full worship session drawing
in a large and diverse group
of people of all ages and races. It was also much needed for
Smith himself.
“I would say the event was
very rejuvenating,” Smith said.
“Like it was something that I
felt was much needed. A lot of
the church congregation felt it
was much needed for us all to
come together and just worship together.”
This was the biggest project
Smith has been a part of. He is

thankful for all the help he received from various film and
media majors and others who
helped organize the event.
Along with being a film student and a football player,
Smith has been involved in
several other groups and jobs
on campus.
Smith was a full-time student
while playing football and was a
personnel assistant (PA) for two
years while also participating in
the Gospel Choir.
He has realized that spending time having conversations
with close friends and talking
with God is what rejuvenates
him to keep going.
“One thing I had to learn was

that I had to be present in each
of those aspects,” Smith said. “If
I was at football practice, but I
was thinking about PA or film
stuff my performance would
be hindered or vice versa. So
it was one thing where I was
like, I know I’m busy, but I have
to try to be present in each of
these situations.”
Smith has been able to get
through many difficult times
by having fruitful conversations
with close friends.
Being able to be vulnerable
around people is something
he values and when he gets to
have those conversations with
people that are willing to care
and listen to him is something
he believes to be fruitful.
With all the stress from the
many activities he was involved
in, it was always reassuring that
he had such close friends and
mentors to sit and talk with.
One of his close friends was
also a mentor for Smith, former
Bergwall Hall Director Natalie
Jorde.
“She was someone I could always count on, she taught me a
lot,” Smith said. “She was very
wise and challenged me a lot
and would sit with me and talk
through things a lot. So I’m very
grateful for her.”
More recently, Smith has
credited one of his football
coaches, Coach Al Gordon, for
being a mentor to him.
Gordon would teach Smith
life lessons as they practiced
drills. His coach pushed him
a lot and Smith is grateful
for that.

Smith is thankful for his time
at Taylor. He has grown mentally as well as spiritually. He credits his senior capstone class for
preparing him for the next step.
He is also thankful for some
of the classes he took such as
Contemporary Christian Belief
with Koert Verhagen, visiting
assistant professor of philosophy and religion, for helping
him spiritually.
“I ’ve been blessed to be
around some very vulnerable
people, myself included, and
being able to have these conversations, these fruitful conversations that feed my spirit,”
Smith said. “I’m also thankful for people like Natalie and
Coach Gordon that helped me
push to continue spending time
with Christ and taking care of
that relationship.”
Smith is happy that he has
been able to be around so many
other believers.
It is something that he believes has been very valuable
in helping him grow and will
miss it when he leaves.
As he gets ready to graduate
and move on to the next phase
of his life he likes to think of
something a friend told him
“It’s a new chapter,” Smith
said. “My friend says like there
are going to be new characters
about to enter your life, and it’s
something I’m not (as) stressed
about it as I feel like I should
be because I know God’s going to provide for me, he’s going to take care of me if I listen
to him.”
echo@taylor.edu
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“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution

Holly Gaskill | Co-Editor in Chief

Christians need to talk about Title IX
Our conversation
speaks volumes
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Emily Johnson, Lillian Moore, Brooke Welch and Laura Gonzalez celebrate school spirit.

The Echo Editorial Board | Our View

School spirit every day of the week
W
hat is the first thing
that comes to mind
when one hears the phrase,
“school spirit?”
Many peoples’ minds will
jump to a scene of students
gathered together to cheer for
their school’s football team, or
perhaps cheerleaders being
lifted up at a basketball game.
Although these are fantastic
examples, school spirit at
Taylor extends its roots much
deeper than just sports.
O n The E cho Editori al
Board, we strive to display a
sense of school spirit through
communicating important
and exciting news, events,
people and information. We
believe that school spirit is
an impor tant and valu ed
aspect of being part of the
Taylor community and can
be displayed in a variety of
different ways.
“Does school spirit mean
w e a r i n g Tay l o r b ra n di n g
or the iconic Friday shirt?
Absolutely. But that's only
part of it,” junior Brigham
Johnson said. “School spirit is
finding that aspect of Taylor
that makes you proud to
attend a school in the middle
of cornfields, and then getting
really involved in it. That
might be sports, performing
arts, music leadership,
volunteering, student life or
connecting with people in a
meaning ful way.”
One of the ways Johnson
shows his school spirit is
through wearing his purple
and orange striped “Friday”
shirt e ver y Friday during
chapel and yelling at the top
of his lungs to get the entire
student body excited about
Friday.
Johnson’s example of school
spirit displays the uniqueness
of the student body. Each
student is able to represent
Taylor and show appreciation
for their school in a fresh way.
I n a d d i t i o n t o Fr i d a y
chapels, chorale concerts,
Silent Night, move-in day,
Airband , Envi sion Fi lm
Festival, Taylathon, Nostalgia
Night and dozens of other
events are all avenues through

which Taylor students display
a s e n s e of s c h o o l sp i r i t
throughout the year.
“(School spirit is) like a
campfire at summer camp,”
Johnson said. “Those shared
experiences bond you with
friends for a lifetime. When
everyone is wearing ridiculous
costumes at a basketball game
and then scream like maniacs
at the 10th point, THAT is
school spirit. THAT is the stuff
you tell your grandkids about.”
This strong sense of school
spirit is not only present
within the student body, but
al so among faculty, staf f,
alumni and administration.

“Does school spirit mean
wearing Taylor branding or
the iconic Friday shirt? Absolutely. But that's only part
of it. School spirit is finding
that aspect of Taylor that
makes you proud to attend
a school in the middle of
cornfields, and then getting
really involved in it. That
might be sports, performing arts, music leadership,
volunteering, student life or
connecting with people in a
meaningful way.”

“School spirit is kind of
like another way of saying
gratitude for a place,” Director
o f S c h o l a r s h i p s Mi c h a e l
Mortensen (‘91) said. “I ’ve
always said that my most
important decision was to
accept Jesus. My second most
important decision was to
choose Taylor.”
Mortensen met his wife
at Taylor and asked her to
marr y him under the Rice
Bell Tower. He firmly believes
that his time at Taylor marked
him and made him into the
person and Christ-follower
he is today.
He wears his purple gear
everywhere he goes to display
his school spirit and enjoys
making c onn ections with
Taylor alumni and students in

airports and other locations.
“ You just automatically
feel like you’re part of a
greater family,” Mortensen
said . “And that’s a great
feeling to know that there’s
n ot to o many pl a c e s in
the world I can go and not
experience some element of
Taylor spirit because of what
God does through this place.”
Junior Parker Neuman
and sophomore Seth
Gri sw old make a strong
effort to spread school spirit
everywhere they go.
“School spirit does not
have to be restricted or
limited to solely sporting
events,” Neuman said. “Seth
Griswold and I are trying to
ignite school spirit among
our p e ers in cl asse s, at
the DC or Stu through our
conversations and actions.”
Ne u m a n a l s o b e li e v e s
that it is important to come
together as a student body
to support our sports teams.
Although it may feel easy
or natural for students to
stick with their wings or
f loors at these events, he
stresses the value of the
unification of students for a
common purpose.
It is important for students
to display school spirit in
some way because it unites
the community of Taylor.
Additionally, it allows the
student body to serve God
through their actions.
“School spirit isn't what
you say about your school
… it's what others say about
your school,” Johnson said.
“Why? Because school spirit
is truly about the way each
stud ent lives th eir lives
to ser ve God, each other
and th e c ommunity. It's
ab out b ein g int ention al
and building friendships
and feeling connected to a
group of people for the rest
of your life.”
The opinions expressed in
the Our View represent the
view of The Echo student
newspaper Editorial Board
alone, and not the views of
Taylor University.
echo@taylor.edu

T

he spring of my sophomore
year, I walked with a friend
through reporting a Title IX offense.
A week later, I sat opposite someone
as they joked about sexual assault in
the middle of lunch.
It started with a off-handed side
comment about some celebrity
who had a few dozen women
come out with allegations toward
him regarding sexual misconduct.
He didn’t know what I had just
gone through, how deeply affected
I’d been or how it was disrupting
my worldviews. He didn’t know that
almost immediately after I opened
up about the experience, I was being
flooded with other women who were
looking for support or guidance. He
didn’t know that before my eyes,
my world was transforming from
one where sexual misconduct was
merely part of powerful testimonies
and TV court cases to one where
many — if not most — women had
been affected.
And the second he made that
joke, I didn’t think I could ever tell
him those things.
Now, two years later, I understand
he was speaking largely from
ignorance. For the most part, I don’t
know if I can blame him.
Though we’ve started to become
more open to recognizing sexual
misconduct at a national level,
the Christian community largely
doesn’t know how to handle these
conversations. Oftentimes, the
church scorns the people who get
caught in a very public way but
doesn’t prepare itself to handle it on
the everyday level at which it occurs.
“Sexual abuse is the most
underreported thing — both in
and outside the church — that
exists,” said Boz Tichivigjian,
an attorney for sexual abuse
survivors and the grandson of Billy
Graham, in an interview with The
Washington Post.
Though Christians can talk
at length about sexual ethics
or the wrongfulness of human
trafficking, we fall at a loss for
words for practical applications of
the abuse of others across the pew.

According to research from the
evangelical publishing company
LifeWay, 42% of pastors said they
never preach about sexual violence
to their congregation.
Even so, the National Sexual
Violence Resouce Center reports
that 81% of women and 43% of men
in the U.S. have experienced sexual
harassment or violence.
It only makes sense that
Taylor, as a microcosm of bigger
Christian culture, engages with
the same pitfalls.
Jesse Brown, Title IX director,
said he — on average — hears
from students regarding Title IX
issues weekly. Sometimes the
student is just seeking counsel for
a situation, and sometimes they
look for a protective measure or
disciplinary actions.
That said, he’s incredibly aware
that he sees a small scope of the
cases that occur on campus.
“I don’t doubt that there are a
variety of other encounters that
people don’t want to speak about
for a variety of reasons,” Brown said.
The reality is, just like it exists
within the rest of the world,
sexual misconduct happens
within our community. There
are people who are hurting and
wounded on campus but are met
by a community deaf to the very
present issue at hand.
From his experience in a men’s
dorm, senior Caleb Moser said hall
meetings often brush over the topic.
“It seemed quick and calloused,”
he said. “It was something that was
not talked about at length, mostly
just mentioned that things exist
around the topic.”
And, when we treat discussions
about sexual misconduct in this
manner, we not only lessen the
offense of the perpetrator, but
force victims to carry the weight
on their own.
As Christians, we are called to
love one another, bear burdens
with one another, to weep with
those who weep — this is not
possible if we can’t recognize that
sexual assault and harassment
happen on this campus.
Truthfully, these are deeply
personal situations that you may

not have encountered in your life,
so allow me to be someone who
opens a door to a conversation you
may have never had.
I’m a senior. I’m a multimedia
journalism major. I’m co-editor
in chief of The Echo. I work at
the library and do goofy improv
comedy with Rice Pilaf. And I’m
telling you, as a friend and as a
peer, I’ve seen how Title IX issues
have deeply affected friends, family
and myself.
While I love this community
deeply, I’ve been disappointed time
and time again in the minimizing
or joking about sexual assault,
far-reaching outside of that first
experience with a friend at lunch.
We, as a community, have to
start having an open conversation
about this.
Start by educating yourself on
statistics and stories. Share what
you’ve learned with your circles of
influence and create safe spaces
for open conversation. Then,
hold your friends accountable
in conversations and actions,
recognizing that these instances
do not occur solely in the shadows.
It’s uncomfortable and it’s
difficult, but it’s safe to assume that
if you don't, no one else will.
And, if you need to seek
counsel about something you’ve
experienced, know there are many
people on campus who desire to
help — your personnel assistant, hall
director, Title IX coordinators or the
counseling center are all available
resources for Title IX issues.
“Unfortunately there are students
who, even knowing how to access
help, will not do so for different
reasons,” English Hall Director
Jessica Torres said. “This breaks
my heart, and makes me want
to advocate even more for those
students … I’m here for you. I’m
ready and willing to be of help in
any way I can.”
To f i l e a n
anonymous
Title IX report,
visit taylor.edu/
makeareport.
Holly Gaskill can be reached at
holly_gaskill@taylor.edu

Sarah Malak | Student Contributor

TCKs redefine the idea of 'home'
Finding a new
home in college

I

am a TCK. When people ask
me what that means, I like
to tell them that it stands for ‘The
Cool Kids,’ and you’ll find out why
in a moment.
A Third Culture Kid (TCK)
is someone who grows up in
a culture that is different from
their parents’ culture during their
developmental years. The first
culture is their parents’ culture at
home, the second culture is the
one they are immersed in and the
third one becomes the unique
blend of both together.
For example, I am a half
Lebanese, half Russian who was
born and raised in Cairo, Egypt
and has now spent the last four
years in beautiful Upland, Indiana.
I can start a sentence in Arabic,
continue it in English and end
it in Russian. I can pack for an
international flight in less than an
hour. I can haggle down a price at
a market just as any other Middle
Easterner. I automatically take my
shoes off at the door before I enter
an Eastern European home, and
I know that when offering food
to my Arab friends, I need to ask
several times before they finally
say ‘yes.’
Adjectives that you could
use to describe a TCK would be
flexible, adaptable and curious. A
TCK needs to be flexible, because
plans are constantly changing. One
moment your flight gets canceled,
the next you’re on another plane
going to a different city to reach
your final destination.
You need to be adaptable
because that is your only way to
survive and flourish when you
are constantly switching between

different cultures. In fact, TCKs are
often described as chameleons,
because when they enter into
a new environment, they first
observe their surroundings: the
way people talk, dress and behave
— which they then imitate.
And finally, being a TCK makes
you curious about the people,
culture and religion of the
environment that you’re in, but
also globally.
I always thought I knew what
‘home’ meant. Growing up, it was
always Egypt. Egypt was where my
family was and all my belongings.
It was where I first learned how to
speak, where I scraped my knees
learning how to rollerblade, where
I got salt in my eyes snorkeling
in the Red Sea, where I became
master of navigating the metro
system in Cairo and where I first
learned how to cross a four-lane
road without any traffic lights.
I then came to Taylor, and my
definition of home stayed the
same for my first two years here.
Then, the Pandemic hit the spring
semester of my sophomore year,
and I had to become flexible,
adaptable and curious. Thankfully,
for a TCK, these are always in your
backpack.
The airports in Egypt shut
down, and I found myself househopping for six months in the
U.S., living out of a single suitcase.
I wasn’t with my family, nor did
I have all of my ‘stuff ’ with me. I
wrestled with the idea of ‘home.’
My story isn’t unique. There are
so many international and TCK
students on campus with similar
stories, ones that deserve to be
heard.
It wasn’t until I processed my
junior and senior year that I
realized that to me, home became

the place where I know others the
most and where I feel that I am
known the most.
We throw around the term “to
know and be known” so much
that I think it sometimes loses its
value, but there is so much truth,
goodness and beauty to it. Friends
and professors know my life story,
who I am, what I am passionate
about, what my likes and dislikes
are, and I know theirs. Time,
energy and trust have gone into
developing those friendships.
I graduate in three weeks, and I
think this is the hardest thing that
I will have to let go of. All these
people in the same place doing the
everyday mundane things together
— this is home, and I will miss it.
For Angela Loh, a fellow TCK
senior who is Singaporean but was
born and raised in Japan, the idea
of ‘home’ went from a birthplace
to saying that God is home.
“He is ever ywhere and
anywhere,” Loh said. “Someone
can look different and be in a
completely different country but
could call that very country home.”
For senior Josh Zeidan, who is
half British and half Chilean, but
grew up in Bolivia, home is where
one has treasured memories.
“It is not bound to one place, but
rather the people that made you
feel such a way,” said Zeidan.
The concept of home will change
over the periods of our lives, but
similar to Loh and Zeidan, I think
it essentially comes down to our
relationships —
with both God
and others. I am
grateful to have
c a l l e d Tay l o r
University home.
Sarah Malak can be reached at
sarah_malak@taylor.edu
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Taylor art and creative writing collaboration
Art, English department
create together
Danielle Pritchard
Staff Writer

While writing and art utilize
different mediums for expression,
the intersection of these modes
of creation holds the potential
for collaboration as a means
to explore truth and deepen an
audience’s interaction with a
fictional world. Taylor students
in both the English and Art
Departments spend a portion
of their semester exploring
this intersection.
This spring semester, Taylor
University’s two-dimensional
design class collaborated with
the introduction to creative
writing class as practice for
future professional projects.
Art students were introduced to
the project by assistant professor
of art and co-chair of the art, film
and media department, Laura
Stevenson (’09). The other group
involved, the writing class, was
led by Professor of English Aaron
Housholder. This follows several
years of collaboration between

Photograph by Danielle Pritchard

Taylor students in both the English and Art Department spent a portion of their
semester exploring the interaction between writing and visual arts.

the two and Professor of English
Daniel Bowman; Stevenson
approached Bowman in 2017
after she returned to Taylor
University to teach.
This spring, Housholder’s
writing students worked through
their semester by creating drafts
of each genre of creative writing.
As they approached the unit
of fiction writing, each person

drafted short stories. These
pieces would be workshopped
and revised and later utilized for
this collaboration project.
Of all of the pieces created, a
handful were then selected for
illustration and later presented
in a mock gallery alongside their
visual counterparts.
Those in 2-D were more aware
of their future partnership,

although stories were assigned
at random. In addition, artists
were not told the names
of the authors, preserving
anonymity for the sake of the
learning experience.
“Dr. Housholder and Professor
Bowman have always been so
supportive of the collaborative
work among our classes,”
Stevenson said.

While this was initially only
practice for those in the art
classes, the projects have grown
larger in size and cooperation
between the two groups.
“It’s fantastic to see how
sometimes doing a collaborative
activity like this encourages
students to creatively work with
new imagery and ideas that they
might not typically explore on
their own,” Stevenson said. “Also,
it’s exciting to see Taylor students
creating responses to other
Taylor students’ work and ideas.
Art that is both visual and written
can both enhance each other!”
Many of the artists spent hours
in the Metcalf printing room
practicing for and preparing their
final prints.
Some of the artists, including
freshman Sophia Ku, had worked
with writers before, but never to
this scale.
“One of the inclinations (God)
has given me is to try my hardest
at everything I do,” said Ku. “I feel
like that comes out in my art as
well. I want to do my best.”
Even before the actual print,
there were weeks of work
requiring thumbnails, sketches

and ultimately carving before any
ink was pressed. Each image on
display was done by hand, the
product of long lessons and prior
assignments.
“Being able to bring that
project to life was very fulfilling,
very encouraging,” Ku said.
Though unaware at the time,
Ku was visualizing the work of
freshman Lydia Channel.
“I didn’t know that anyone
would do my story for their print,”
Channel said. “I found out that
there were two students who got
my story, and both prints were
really great. I love them.”
Those present had the
opportunity to choose a favorite
product, presented as a contest
to encourage those with the most
support from their peers.
One of these two productions,
awarded first place, was Channel
and Ku’s.
“I saw Sophia’s print when I
was walking through and it was
absolutely beautiful,” Channel
said. “It looked a lot like what I
had in my mind. It was a great
print, and I was super excited
when I found out that it had won.”
echo@taylor.edu

Local communities offers new fine arts opportunities
An outline of local
art hotspots
Hailey Hendricks
A&C Editor

From opportunities of exposure to rotating art exhibits,
live theater and more, the Grant,
Jay and Delaware County communities are filled with numerous opportunities to grow in
knowledge and exposure to the
arts. Despite being a small university in the midst of a small
town, this area offers a chance
for Taylor students to immerse
themselves in many different
mediums of art.
It is easy to discount the events
in a local community due to the
fact that Taylor students are surrounded by countless music, art
and theater events on campus.
There are many opportunities to
apply a liberal arts education to
the fine arts programming that
takes place on campus daily.
But what if students challenge
themselves to explore local arts
initiatives within their four-year
college community?

Below are some locations that
I would urge you to explore as a
way to see local art in a new light.
Matter Park
Matter Park has been a hotspot
in Marion for a while due to its
beautiful landscaping, but it offers many entertainment options as a way to explore local
art. Throughout the entirety of
summer and into the early fall,
the park hosts musicians of many
genres to perform. The repertoire
of musicians ranges from popular bands to local college groups.
This includes some groups from
Taylor. Additionally, the park
hosts a fall fest with live music and fall festivities (hayrides,
costume contests and pumpkin decorating) to celebrate the
changing season.
Many events are free and open
to the public.
Muncie Civic Theatre
Located in the heart of the
city, Muncie Civic Theatre is a
local theater group that produces several productions per year.
The age range of actors goes from
young children up to older adults.
From contemporary selections to

classics, the production seasons
can include titles such as “Shrek
the Musical” as well as children’s
books that have been adapted
into plays. For more well-known
performances, the shows run for
around a month; for youth performances, the productions last
for about a week or two.
Shows are held on Thursday,
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. The
tickets cost $20 for adults and $15
for students & children. The next
production is “Captain Louie Jr.,”
performed May 13 through May
15.
Minnetrista
If you have seen signs for the
Bob Ross Experience, you’ve
heard of Minnetrista. Found near
the Muncie Civic Theatre, Minnetrista is an art museum and
garden found near downtown
Muncie. They host year-round
gatherings for all ages. A notable aspect of the museum is the
rotating exhibits that showcase
different types of artwork. Outside of their normal art exhibits,
they host many events throughout the year for the community
such as public garden days, robot

zoo events and a weekly farmer’s
market. An added bonus is that
the outside garden area includes
nature trails.
Tickets are $8 per person
for local residents (which include college students from Taylor, Indiana Wesleyan and Ball
State) and $15 per person for all
non-residents.
Arts Place
The Arts Place has three locations where they offer different
programming for art and music.
Two locations are found near
campus: Jay County Campus of
Arts Place, located in Portland,
and Blackford County Arts Center, located in Hartford City. Both
of these locations offer art exhibits, performances and live art and
music classes. These are open to
the public and are offered yearround. From exploring art exhibits to learning how to knit,
the Arts Place offers a variety of
options for individuals to interact
with the arts.
Classes range in price and
require sign-up beforehand
through the website.
While Taylor’s programming

CellarDoor

The greatest movie
of all time
Amelia Bostick
Features Co-Editor

This being my last Cellar Door
this year, there was no question in my mind that I would be
talking about my favorite film
of all time. I’ve mentioned it before, but today, we are diving deep
into the 2010 release that I have
watched over 10 times, “The Social Network.”
Based on the book “The Accidental Millionaires” by Ben
Mezrich, “The Social Network”
depicts the life of a social reject
who became the most powerful
man who was never elected to be
so, Mark Zuckerberg.
However, the movie pulled
more on the book than from real
life.
Before authoring that book,
Mezrich had an established reputation. He had recently released
his last endeavor, “Bringing
Down the House,” the supposedly non-fiction story of a group
of MIT students winning big in
Vegas.
While the bones of the story were accurate, Mezrich’s embellishments to add drama and
intrigue were what ultimately debased his credibility. After he was

Photograph provided by Sony Pictures

“The Social Network” was released Oct.1, 2010.

published, the main characters of
the story announced that what
he had written was fabricated.
With this skill to expand the
truth, Mezrich was laying the
groundwork for one of the greatest films to be made through
“The Accidental Millionaires.”
After getting his hands on the
book, writer Aaron Sorkin adapted it into an Academy Award winning screenplay.
The film isn’t just about Facebook. It’s about the destruction of
a friendship as well as ambition
and handling success.
Sorkin has a way of creating
heavily-scripted material that
still rolls naturally off the actor’s
tongue. He places heavy emphasis on language and phrasing in
his writing which leaves no room

for improvisation from the actors, just seamless flow. It has to
be something you could catch
someone saying in everyday life.
One wrong word and the entire
script suddenly feels forced.
“The screenplay isn’t written
to be read; it’s written to be performed,” Sorkin said in the documentary on the making of the
movie.
Jesse Eisenberg and Andrew
Garfield do just that. In fact,
Eisenberg plays Zuckerberg so
convincingly that when I try to
think of the person who created Facebook, my mind instantly
goes to Eisenberg. He captures
the role effortlessly, the computer science nerd energy practically
radiates off him, and Garfield delivers one of my favorite scenes in

film history as Eduardo Saverin.
I don’t want to spoil it, but Garfield really knows how to slam
down a computer.
While the script could stand
alone, combine it with direction
from David Fincher and the story
takes on a new life.
“Fincher’s acceleration of the
film, the fact that it moves like
an F1 race, that it’s kind of like
watching a very, very enjoyable
car crash happen before your
very eyes,” said Executive Producer Kevin Spacey in the documentary, “The Social Network,
Making of a Masterpiece.”
Fincher’s style is noticeably
driven. Every scene fills the viewer with a sense of purpose. You
find yourself leaning towards
the screen, feeling as though the

Photograph by Ellie Tiemens

Muncie Civic Theatre hosts productions yearround for the local community.

offers many diverse options to around us in the local commuinteract with the fine arts, we nity. We might find a new passion
should take the opportunity along the way.
to explore the various options
echo@taylor.edu
stakes are just as high for you and
you’re waiting for what comes
next.
What helps that feeling of urgency is the Academy Award-winning score by Trent Reznor and
Atticus Ross.
Listening to the score, you can
sense exactly what is happening
without even needing to watch
the screen. Reznor and Ross create a sound that follows the story
arc of the film perfectly. It’s electronic just like the subject material. The pace and tempo build
and build while underneath there
is a repeating chord progression
bringing you back to that first
rainy night at Harvard.
I could genuinely watch this
movie every day for the rest of my
life and never get tired of it. It’s
flawless in every way and effective in such an unexpected way.
When I tell a friend they must
watch this movie and I tell them
what it’s about, they’re uninterested. But the second it starts
playing, they’re sucked in. A movie you’re expecting to be simply
about a website becomes an unfolding story containing characters you like, and you cheer for in
such different ways.
I never thought I would be an
expert on the making of Facebook, but if you ever have a
question about it or need to remember a certain line from the
movie, I’m almost positive I’ve
got you covered.
echo@taylor.edu

Events
Dr. Harshenin’s
Piano Studio Recital
May 11, 6:30 p.m.-8 p.m.
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

Chorale Concert

May 14, 7:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Euler Lembright Atrium

Junior Recital,
Keely Burton & Chris
Jenkins
May 15, 3 p.m.-4 p.m.
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

Wind Ensemble
Pops Concert

May 16, 5:30 p.m.-6:30
p.m.
Wheeler Stage at the
Boren Campus Center

Home School Music
Recital

May 18, 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

Piano Recital, Noah
Shepherd
May 28, 1 p.m.-2 p.m.
SHM Butz-Carruth
Recital Hall

L
IFE & TIMES
Seniors remember their time at Taylor

6

TheEchoNews.com

May 9, 2022 MONDAY

Seniors reflect on
Taylor memories
Lilia Snyder
Staff Writer

Refreshing. Holistic. Progress.
Seniors Angela Loh, Madi
Turpin and Lindsey Metzger
share advice as they reflect on
their experiences at Taylor.
Thinking back on your
time at Taylor, what lessons
or main lesson would you
take away from it?
Angela: “I think the biggest
lesson is to not set too much of
a high expectation on what the
year entails.”
Madi: “Know your limits. I love
to be engaged in everything, but
I just can’t overcommit.”
How have you been able to
grow closer to God?
Madi: “Taylor offers all these
unique opportunities and how
we can worship as a body. I really love multicultural worship,
whenever there’s other cultures
that are brought into worship
because that’s just a true reflection of heaven.”
Lindsey : “College was very
much a time of finding my identity in Christ, and I didn’t do
that alone.”
Favorite Taylor tradition?
Angela: “I would have to say

Photograph provided by Leah Ryg

Seniors dressed in costume at this year’s Silent Night.

communion at the beginning
of the year. Just the whole student body, faculty and staff are
gathered in one space and being able to share a moment with
each other, but also spend time
in prayer and worship.”
Lindsey: “Silent Night. I’m not
a sports person, but Silent Night
is one of my favorites.”
Is there anything that you will
unexpectedly miss about Taylor?
Angela: “I think I’m gonna
miss the quirkiness and the
weirdness of Taylor. I feel like

Taylor is a weird place we have,
like a weird good place … in a
couple of months, I’m gonna
be like, oh, my goodness, I’ve
missed that.”
Madi: “The community aspect
as a whole is taken for granted;
like, we joke about intentional community, but there’s not a
lot of places in the world where
you can go into any building on
campus and recognize at least
one person.”
If you had the chance to
talk to your freshman self,

what would you say to her?
Angela: “Don’t be hard on
yourself. You’re gonna be able to
make it through no matter what.”
Madi: “I thought everybody
was always watching me, so
I had to be the best version of
myself, and you don’t because a
lot of people here are very open
about brokenness and differences and that makes this place
such a home.”
Lindsey: “It gets better.”
How can you maintain
the friendships you created

Taylor’s community taught me
that knowing people’s names
and what makes them special
will make a huge impact. Making
people feel known is an art that I
hope to continue to grow in.
Take advantage of the educational opportunities here:
Some of my favorite classes were the extra classes I took
outside of my major. Take classes that sound interesting to you.
It sounds draining to add on an
extra course, but this is such a
unique time in life when there
are immensely intelligent professors offering classes.
Celebrate:
Life is exciting. Getting a
good grade is exciting, your best
friend going on a date is exciting,
driving on the highway to Indy
by yourself — exciting. Throw
parties for the little things. Celebrate your friends and make
people feel important. Surprise
your friends with birthday parties or coffee in the morning. Life
is what you make it, and life is
more fun when you are excited
about it.
It’s just life:
This was a phrase that I started using in college when I would
overthink everything. In a way,
it holds the same meaning as
the French phrase “c’est la vie,”
which translates to “that’s life” or
“such is life.” When I found myself getting stressed about deadlines, not feeling smart enough,

worrying what people thought
of me or who to ask on a picka-date, I would take a step back
and think about how crucial this
problem is in the whole realm of
life. It won’t matter in five years
(it probably won’t matter in five
months), so why did I let it consume my thinking? I learned
that overthinking doesn’t make
the problem go away, overthinking makes the problem bigger
than it is. Being able to say, “it’s
just life” took some pressure off
and allowed me to free up time
to invest in friendships, create
lasting memories and seek the
Lord for his guidance at every
step.
Love your life:
In a Robert Frost poem he
writes, “Nothing gold can stay,”
meaning that all good things
must come to an end. While I
do believe this to be true, and
that things, like college, must
come to an end, the idealist in
me believes to my core that gold
can stay, and does, if you look for
it. It may look different in each
season, but I promise it will be
there if you have the courage to
love your life for what it is.
Suddenly before I knew it, it
was May 2022, senior year of
college.
You think you will have forever in college, but then … Blink.
Four years. Blink. 3 a.m. laughing until you cry. Blink. Countless wing dinners. Blink. Movie

after graduation?
Angela: “The biggest thing is
prayer. Something that I’m planning on doing is writing one of
my friend’s names down on my
calendar, and that’s the day I
pray for them … I’m a huge fan
of writing letters and receiving letters.”
Madi: “Knowing where everybody’s going and then following
up on them, knowing realistically you won’t be seeing them every day.”
Lindsey: “With the Professional

Scared of the unknown

Ryg shares her
takeaways from Taylor
Leah Ryg

L&T Co-Editor

I am nostalgic to my core.
I see it as both my greatest
strength and my greatest weakness. It allows me to appreciate
life for what it is and not live constantly in the future, but I also
miss a moment before it’s gone.
Endings are hard for me and so
is change, so as you can imagine, It was hard to decide how to
write my last Echo article.
In hopes that you take away
something from what I have
learned, let me take you back
to the beginning, and I pray you
will be reminded of all that your
time at Taylor has taught you.
It was May 2018, senior year
of high school; the halls were
filled with talking about graduation parties, prom and the inevitable end of school with the
people you grew up with. It was
college decision day, and everyone was sporting their future schools. The occasional
tears would come when talking
about moving away from home
and your friends that live right
down the street.
I wore my purple Taylor
T-shirt that I got for free with my
visit. I had decided a couple days
before that I was going to Taylor,
but when anyone brought it up,

I pushed it to the side because I
was terrified.
Simply put, I was scared of the
unknown.
But it turns out the unknown
was many things. At times, it was
scary, but it was so much more.
This season in college has felt
like an ending and beginning all
at once, in a way it is an ending
of childhood, the beginning of
independence. Through these
years, I have grown into who
I am today. Here are six of the
many things I am taking with me
as I leave the cornfields of Upland behind.
You will find your people:
Here, community is right in
your face from the moment you
arrive. It can be discouraging to
feel like you don’t have friends
that are life-giving people to
you. It takes time to find that.
Give yourself grace in the time
when you think you might never
find your people, and know that
God’s timing is better.
Be kind, be cool:
For all four years, I have had
a sign in my room that says
this phrase: “Be kind, be cool.”
It’s cool to be kind. Never be
too cool to be kind to people.
Be welcoming to everyone, not
just the friends in your ‘group.’
Build people up, don’t make others feel small about themselves.
I learned the importance of
asking people how they are and
truly caring about their answer.

Photograph by Kaelynn Shultz

Senior Leah Ryg shares her final article with the Echo.

nights with roommates. Blink.
Sunday brunches at The Bridge.
Blink. It’s your last chapel. Blink.
You ordered your cap and gown.
I wish I could tell Leah in May
2018 that it isn’t scary anymore.
Campus won’t feel as daunting,
and she will meet some of her favorite people and have some of
the most fun moments of her life.
Taylor has been a big part
of who I am and who I am
becoming.
Transition is hard, change is
sometimes painful and moving
on from what you have grown to

What’s on your Taylor bucket list?

There’s a lot to do before
your time at Taylor is up
Eleanor Cooper
Staff Writer

As you wrap up this school
y e a r, y o u r m i n d m ay b e
clogged with thoughts of internships, jobs, finals or even
graduation.
With all of the chaos, it’s
crucial to remember that college is a once-in-a-lifetime experience and everyone should
live in the moment. Though
Taylor University sits between
cornfields, and Upland is a
small place, there’s plenty to
do before you leave. Here are
some items to consider adding to your Taylor bucket list.
Seniors had plenty of activity-based bucket list items: using the rope swing by Taylor
Lake, being in an Airband act,

trying an intramural sport,
dancing in Mosaic Night, eating the strawberry shortcake
at Ivanhoes, dressing up for
Silent Night, visiting a petting zoo, going to lots of open
houses and driving through
Chappy’s. And, if you’ve never
been on a bro-sis nugget run,
it’s quite worthwhile.
Some bucket list items take
a little more time, but are
wholly worth it.
Senior Sarah Hartley suggested building a relationship
with a professor, and seniors
Caleb Erickson and Kipp Miller both recommended trying
something out of your comfort zone, outside of the bubble of your hall and major.
Though it may be a while
before you can build up the
courage, college is the perfect time to push yourself to
new limits.

Senior Addison Johnson
encouraged students not to
back down from challenges
and to try harder instead of
giving up. Hartley, along with
seniors Jerrod Anderson and
Tarah Zumbrun, emphasized
putting your own growth,
both within yourself and in
relationships, before getting
perfect grades. This includes,
as senior Liesel Koopmans
advised, not being afraid to
ask for help. The staff at Taylor cares uniquely for students and the intentional
community at Taylor means
that other students care for
each other, too.
“Live your life like Mary of
Bethany sitting at the feet of
Jesus, admiring him for his
beauty and worth, pouring everything out at his feet,” Erickson said.
Here at Taylor, we have the

Writing Department, we make
it pretty easy because we have
so many group chats, and social media makes it pretty easy
to stay connected.”
What activities or events do
you recommend Taylor students do before they graduate?
Angela: “Definitely go to Dirty
Dan’s.”
Lindsey: “Do Airband once if
you can. Go on a road trip with
some of your friends because
you learn a lot about people
when you spend a week with
them in a car. Do stuff where you
get to know people on a personal level.”
Any advice for underclassmen?
Angela: “Senior year is hard
in so many ways … you’re trying to figure out a lot, but in the
midst of all that, allow yourself
to accept and receive grace. I
think another (piece of ) advice
I would give is (that) everyone
can have their own definition of
what it looks like to finish college well.”
Madi: “Don’t overcommit. Set
your boundaries. Your likelihood of marrying someone does
not drop when you graduate.”
Lindsey : “Be careful not to
spread yourself too thin because
that’s easy to do, and don’t take
life too seriously.”
echo@taylor.edu

be comfortable with isn’t easy,
but from what I have learned
through my time at Taylor, God
always provides more than we
can ask or imagine. Thankfully,
he is in control and he is with
us through every stage. He
is constant, and for that I am
thankful.
After Taylor, I pray you will be
able to say you have more people in your corner, I pray you are
closer to Jesus and I pray you are
ready to leave and be the light
wherever you end up.
echo@taylor.edu

#TaylorU’s

TOP
TWEETS
Submit to the Echo’s
Top Tweets of the week
by tweeting using the
hashtag “#TaylorU” for a
chance to be featured!
Becah
@becahschwartz

Photograph by Kaelynn Shultz

Students share the famous Ivanhoe’s strawberry shortcake.

chance to love and focus on
Jesus as we learn. God loves
when we love Him, but He
loves when we love others and
ourselves, too.
As senior Keely Burton put
it, “ You’re allowed to be the
person God created you to be.”

So, be encouraged, as you
put together a Taylor bucket
list, to fill it with things that
will let you relax and care for
yourself, push you out of your
comfort zone and pull you
closer to God.
echo@taylor.edu

not me watching the clock
in class like the beginning
of HSM2 so I could go out
& enjoy the sunshine only
for it to get cloudy and
windy while I was inside
#whyGodwhy #TaylorU

Ellie Tiemens
@tiemens_ellie
Not me just remembering,
with three weeks left of
school, that the university
library carries fiction books.
#tayloru
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Crosswords
Across

1 Dart around like a
hummingbird
5 Like 9-Across that has lost
its fizz
9 Dark drink with fizz
13 Easier to write neatly on,
probably
15 Like tinned sardines
16 Las Vegas WNBA team
17 “Drive Happy” car rental
company
18 Harvest
19 School gps.
20 *Mahalia Jackson’s genre
23 Poem of praise
24 “Passing” actress
Thompson
25 “Friendly” cartoon ghost
27 Abbr. between names
29 *Colorful top with a tropical design
32 Contributor with deep
pockets
35 Esteem
36 Layers on tall wedding
cakes
37 Orchestra __
38 Greek storyteller who
coined “sour grapes”
42 German steel city
44 Current influence on
the weather?
45 *Trial figure who can give
a firsthand account

49 “__ Is a Woman”: Ariana
Grande song
50 Hair gel alternative
51 Joyous song
54 Wrinkly pup
55 Nature lovers, and what
the answers to the starred
clues literally are
60 Actor Guinness
62 Cathedral section
63 Passion
64 Fork prong
65 Mouse mover
66 Rational believer
67 Stiletto, for one
68 “A __ formality”
69 One-named singer from
County Donegal

Down

1 Mark as important
2 “__ & Stitch”
3 Too worked up to relax
4 City between Phoenix and
Mesa
5 Like most proms
6 In __ of
7 Word of sorrow
8 “You’re so predictable”
9 Mushroom top
10 Sea creatures with eight
arms
11 Front-runner
12 Stand up for (oneself)

14 Female deer
21 Aspiring atty.’s exam
22 Unlike most proms
26 High shine
27 To the rear, at sea
28 “Cobra __”: Netflix series
based on “The Karate Kid”
30 Just like ewe
31 Beret, e.g.
33 Rowing teams
34 Pass that leads to a successful basket
37 Signing-ceremony
memento
39 Entered a username, say
40 Singer Yoko
41 Okra unit
43 Breastbone
44 Biblical twin
45 One who feels another’s
pain
46 “That’s not true!”
47 Oregon city on the
Willamette
48 Orb
52 “My stars!”
53 Match, as subjects and
verbs
56 Alleviate
57 “Don’t you __ stop!?”
58 Pinkish
59 Spanish miss: Abbr.
61 Cartoon frame

Across

1 Antlered deer
5 Take in the sights
9 Transfer to a new city,
informally
13 Run out of steam
14 “__ Wolf and Cub”: manga series
15 Wi-Fi device
16 *Shabby and dated
18 Winery process that takes
years
19 French farewell
20 Matching cups, saucers,
etc.
22 The Big Apple, for short
23 *Tunes for fogies
27 Toothpaste option
28 Possesses
29 Spanish Mrs.
30 Issa of “Insecure”
31 Genesis garden
33 Word between surnames
35 Rough-sounding
37 Make sweeter, in the way
the theme answers do to
their starred clues?
41 Wristwatch part
44 Actor Lowe
45 MLB team in the ESPN
documentary “Once Upon a
Time in Queens”
49 Bowl over

Across

1 Get all mushy
5 Promising location
10 Jewelry designer Peretti
14 “Then again,” in tweets
15 “How nifty!”
16 Just the best
17 Group for cardboard
toy enthusiasts?
20 “My Brilliant Friend” novelist Ferrante
21 “Breathe Me” singer
22 Back in style
23 Gasteyer of
“Wine Country”
25 eBay sale condition
27 Capital of Japan
28 Imminent
32 Filing tool
34 Group for Roomba enthusiasts?
37 Livens (up)
40 Forestall
41 UFO crew, probably
42 Gem weight
43 “Little Girl Blue” singer
Simone
44 Group for bigrig enthusiasts?
46 Misfortunes
48 Quaint school dance
49 Defense advisory gp.
51 Road-trip stops

54 Obi-__ Kenobi
55 Inbox filler
57 Fœtbol fan’s cry
59 __ & Gabbana fashion
house
63 Group for Merriam-Webster enthusiasts?
66 Yoga pose that requires
balancing on one foot
67 San Diego’s __ Park
68 Part of an EGOT
69 Wet septet
70 Pallid
71 Noodle that may be served
in dashi broth

Down

1 Sulk
2 “And so forth” abbr.
3 Easy stride
4 Baseball film featuring a
bat named “Wonderboy”
5 “Your point is?”
6 Signs of summer
7 “Rocky” actress Shire
8 Book of maps
9 Milne joey
10 Novel ending?
11 High vantage point
12 Skyline standout
13 __ Martin: “Skyfall” car
18 Went on a quick errand
19 Major in astronomy?

24 Blazer sleeve
26 Needle
28 Director Reitman
29 Blue-skinned race in
“Avatar”
30 Picture-perfect spot
31 Fencing category
33 Online source of study
guides
35 PIN point?
36 Several CBS forensic
dramas
38 __ Alto, California
39 Recipe part
42 Insect with a 17-year life
cycle
44 Nine-digit ID
45 Bearer of good moos?
47 Country singer McCann
49 Pond critters
50 Gooey treat
52 Snouts
53 Slow-moving creature
56 __ of March
58 Latin “Behold!”
60 Long way to go?
61 Grooming tool
62 “Orinoco Flow” singer
64 Pampering place
65 Charged particle

50 Opposite of NNW
53 Note from one who’s shy?
55 Museum collection
56 *Blubber
59 Sturgeon product
60 Hot, dust-laden Saharan
wind
61 Island south of Sicily
63 Want very much
64 *Hopelessly out of touch
67 Apple desktops
68 Honest-to-goodness
69 Border on
70 Gael, for one
71 Whirlpool
72 “This Is Us” role for Susan
Kelechi Watson

Down

1 Odd
2 Like many hand-colored
T-shirts
3 Magazine story
4 “Sommersby” actor
Richard
5 Pampering, for short
6 “Look, fireworks!”
7 Condo divisions
8 Classroom break
9 Tennis great Federer
10 Cosmopolitan group?
11 Camera accessory

12 Short “Good grief !”
15 Eyelash application
17 “That hurts!”
21 “Bel-__”: 2022 drama series based on a 1990s sitcom
24 “Auld __ Syne”
25 Sailing
26 Lock opener
32 Govt. intel group
34 Play a proper noun in
Scrabble, say
36 Drive-thru device
38 Ultimate results
39 Spiral
40 Clarinet kin
41 1950s actor Mineo or
1950s pitcher Maglie
42 Pair
43 Second or third staging
on Broadway, say
46 Oft-pierced body part
47 Present proudly
48 Furtiveness
51 Cul-de-__
52 Concertgoer’s “More!”
54 “Semper Fi” military org.
57 Raise
58 Meted (out)
62 “Moby-Dick” captain
63 POTUS, militarily
speaking
65 Pop
66 Underhanded
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Track and field nears end of year

Many Trojans set to
compete at Nationals
Jack Mulkey
Staff Writer

Both Taylor outdoor track
teams have put in numerous outstanding performances with many Trojans
already looking forward to
competing in the NAIA Outdoor National Championships at the end of May.
In the latest U.S. Track
and Field and Cross Country Coaches Association
ratings, the men’s team is
ranked no. 10 and the women’s team is ranked no. 12 in
the NAIA.
The teams kicked off their
outdoor season late March
in Atlanta at the Emory Invitational.
Both teams finished third
in their respective fields,
which were full of NCAA Division II and III teams, further solidifying Taylor’s
track team as one of the
best in the NAIA.
Seniors Alex Helmuth and
Derek Van Prooyen qualified for Nationals in the
10,000-meter run on their
first try. Helmuth won the
race with a time of 30:38.63,
and Van Prooyen finished
in third with a time of
30:49.96. Both times were
good enough for the NAIA’s
A-standard, the standard
needed to qualify directly
to nationals.
Senior Connor White hit
A-standard in the 3,000

Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics

Taylor is sending a number of athletes to compete in nationals later in May.

meter steeplechase race,
finishing third with a time
of 9:22.39.
On the women’s side, two
Trojans would hit A-standard on their first try in the
3,000-meter steeplechase
race, sophomore Ahna VanderWall and senior Giovanna Domene. VanderWall
won the race with a time
of 11:01.11, and Domene finished right behind VanderWall in second with a time
of 11:06.25.
Day two of the Emory Invitational for the women’s
team saw a foursome do
what they do best: win the
4x800-meter relay. Seniors
Abbey Brennan, Corinne
O’Leary, Domene and junior Brooke Studnicki continued their dominance
of this race, qualifying for

nationals with a time of
9:23.11. Sophomore Patience
Sakeuh also qualified for
nationals in the 100-meter hurdles with a time of
14.36 seconds.
B o th t e a m s re tu r n e d
home in early April for the
George Glass Invitational, the annual home outdoor meet for the Taylor
track teams. Team scores
were not kept track of in
this meet.
On the men’s side, senior
Mitch De Jong unleashed a
masterclass in the javelin
throw, launching the javelin 60.64, winning by 17.5
meters, which qualified him
for nationals. Junior Damon Knowles continued
his good performance from
the indoor season, qualifying for nationals in pole

vault and clearing a height
of 4.80 meters.
The women’s team gained
another national qualifier
with junior Audrey Altum
finishing the 100-meter
hurdles in 14.28 seconds,
achieving A-standard.
“It has been incredible
watching her work day in
and day out,” head coach
Derek Gay said about Altum this season.
On April 11, both teams
competed in the Indiana
Tech Invitational . Once
again, no team score was
kept. One runner on the
men’s team — senior Zach
Hoekstra — qualified for
nationals in the steeplechase race, winning with
a time of 9:25.48. Two runners on the women’s team
would hit B-standard to
qualify for nationals, Studnicki and sophomore Mollie
Gamble. Studnicki qualified in the 1,500-meter run
and the 800-meter run with
times of 4:37.93 and 2:15.90
respectively. Gamble qualified in the steeplechase
race with a time of 11:19.45.
Later that week, a select
number of Trojans traveled
to California to compete in
the Bryan Clay Invitational and the Mt. SAC Relays.
School records were set
for the men’s team in the
10,000-meter race. First,
Van Prooyen finished with
a time of 29:57.75. Just hours
later, Helmuth broke the
record again in the Mt.
SAC Relays with a time of

29:54.83.
“ Th e comp etition resembled that of a championship meet so you could
kind of turn off your mind
and go,” Van Prooyen said.
Brennan added another
accomplishment in her storied Taylor career by breaking the school record in the
800-meter run. She finished the 800-meters with
a time of 2:11.34, finishing
first in her heat and hitting
A-standard, qualifying her
for nationals for the event.
Mo s t r e c e n t l y, b o t h
teams competed in the Little States Championships,
where the men’s team finished third of 15 teams and
the women’s team finished
fourth of 14 teams.
This event saw two Taylor men clinch spots in nationals. Senior Matthew
Sakeuh hit A-standard in
the 110-meter hurdles, winning the event with a time
of 14.70 seconds. Junior
Liam Hesting hit A-standard in the discus throw
w ith a throw reachin g
52.24 meters.
More school records were
broken on the women’s
side. The highly successful
4x800-meter run team of
Brennan, Domene, O’Leary
and Studnicki broke the
school record once again
with a time of 9:03.64. At
this time, it is the fastest
time in the NAIA, showing
well for the prospects of the
four runners in time for the
nationals meet.

MONDAY

Men’s Track & Field

5/13 St. Francis Fighting Chance Meet 3 p.m.
5/14 St. Francis Fighting Chance Meet 1 p.m.

Women’s Track & Field
5/13 St. Francis Fighting Chance Meet 6 p.m.
5/14 St. Francis Fighting Chance Meet 1 p.m.

Scoreboard
Results from
Taylor Athletics

Softball

4/30 Spring Arbor W 16-5
4/30 Spring Arbor L 3-10
5/4 Indiana Wesleyan L 1-2
5/4 Huntington University W 11-2

Baseball
4/30 Grace College W 19-11
4/30 Grace College W 9-8

Woman’s Golf
5/2-3 Crossroads League Championship 2nd

“ We make it a priority to cheer each other before and after we have
finished racing our leg of
the race,” O’Leary said on
what makes this group of
four special.
Brennan broke another school record in the
1,500-meter run on the second day of the meet with a
time of 4:34.34.
L o o kin g ah ead , b oth
teams will now look forward to the NAIA National Championships on May
25-27. Many track and field
athletes will be taking
part showing the prowess
of Taylor’s track and field
program for yet another season.
echo@taylor.edu

Men’s golf wins another Crossroads league title

Men’s squad wins
sixth consecutive title
Will Riddell
Staff Writer

The no. 16-ranked men’s
golf team led by Coach
Cameron Andr y, who is
in his 11th season at Taylor, cruised to their 6th
consecutive Crossroads
League Championship over
the course of April 25 and
April 26.
The men’s squad defeated second-place Marian
University by 16 strokes en
route to the trophy. It was
the second year in a row
that Taylor’s top five golfers — junior Noah Ross,
redshirt junior Javan Johnson, junior Drew Pickering,
sophomore Adam Kasitz
and junior Erik Fahlen
— succeeded in bringing
home the league title.
“It was cool for the program to go six straight, but
cool for us five to go backto-back ( for) our first time
repeating (as champs),”
Ross said. “We have a really special group.”
Ross led the way for the

Photograph provided by Taylor Athletics

Taylor men’s golf team won their sixth consecutive league title.

Trojans at Crossroad s,
shooting a combined total
of 212 over the three rounds.
Each round is 18 holes, making the grand total 54 for
the tournament. With par
being 216, Ross finished at
four-under.
The only golfer to best
Ross was Marian’s senior
Jay Williams, who finished

as the individual champion
after posting a total score of
210, good for six-under par.
Johnson came in third
place overall with a score
of 213 (3-under par). Aside
from Williams, Ross and
Johnson, no other golfer
who played all three rounds
was able to finish below
par. Pickering came close,

finishing three-over par
with a score of 219. Kasitz
and Fahlen finished with
solid scores of 222 and 225,
respectively.
With the 2022 Crossroads
League Championship in
the books, the men’s golf
team now turns their attention toward the NAIA
National Championship

of your best friends … It’s
pretty ideal.”
Last year the men’s team
tied with William Woods
University for 11th place
with a total score of 1,201.
Dalton State (Georgia) finished in first with a final
score of 1,171, edging out
runner-up Texas Wesleyan
by a stroke.
The men’s team finished
top-ten at the NAIA Championships back in 2019
when they came in ninth
place overall. There was
no championship event in
2020 due to the pandemic. Ross is hopeful that the
continuity of this year’s
squad wi l l lead to improved results.
“This year we’re kind of
more seasoned , we had
a really good showing at
conference and so I think
we’re all ready, we all know
what to expect now, (and)
so I think it will be fun to
go back and give it all we’ve
got,” Ross said.
The men will be teeing off
at approximately noon on
May 17. The following three
rounds will have a tee time
of 8 a.m. If the men’s team

sur vives the cut, which
takes place after the first
36 holes, then they will stay
in Illinois for the remaining
two rounds of play.
Looking quickly at the
w o m e n’s r e s u l t s f r o m
last week, they finished
in second place at their
Crossroads League Tournament, which took place
May 2 and May 3. Indiana
Wesleyan defeated Taylor
by two strokes at Prairie
View Golf Club in Carmel,
Indiana. The Wildcats finished with a team score of
911, breaking Taylor’s streak
of four consecutive Crossroads League titles.
Freshman Sabrina
Langerak snagged the individual title with a score
of 223. She is the third Taylor women’s golfer to win
the conference, along with
current senior Nicole Jung.
The women’s team is now
on standby as at-large bids
will not be announced until May 13. The NAIA National Championship for the
women will take place May
24-27 in Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma.
echo@taylor.edu

ben kalbaugh

Emma west
softball

baseball

Athletes of the Week
979 S . Mai n St. , Up l an d, I N

junior
s i lv e r l a k e , i n
public relations
IU men’s basketball
jersey tannehill
Photograph by Jeff Clayton

creed

•

w w w. i va n h o e s . i n f o

Year
Hometown
Major
Fav o r i t e S p o r t s T e a m
Funniest Teammate
Fav o r i t e S p o r t s M o v i e

•

(765) 998-7261

junior
fort lauderdale, FL
finance
Miami dolphins
Alec holcomb
field of dreams
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